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Overview of Prayer 

John Unger and Joe Woodruff 

 

Prayer as relationship 
 

Why does God have us pray? 

 

• He doesn’t need information.  He is all knowing. 

• He doesn’t need advice.  He is the source of wisdom. 

• He doesn’t need persuasion.  He loved us unconditionally while we were yet sinners. 

• He doesn’t need permission.  He is in charge of the universe. 

• Does he have us pray to make us feel better?   

• Does he have us pray so we will have to come to him and ask? 

 

What do you believe about prayer?   

 

God is a community: 

   

• There is one God made of three eternal persons: God the father, God the son, and God the 

holy spirit 

• He isn’t lonely 

• He has perfect unity, harmony, and cooperation 

• He has a purpose and plan that he is fulfilling 

 

Created for relationship 

 

I. Created in God’s image 

A. There are ten “let” statements in Genesis 1 

B. The others deal with impersonal aspects of creation 

C. The creation of humans is unique (Gen 1:26-28) 

 

II. Why? 

A. God already had animals and angels. 

B. What was he doing with humans? 

1. Luke 3:38  

2. Acts 17:26-27 

3. John 1:12 

4. Other references 

a) He called Abraham and the disciples “friends” 

b) He calls us his beloved, his bride and his body 

c) He calls us brothers and joint heirs with Christ 

 

III. Communication in family relationship 

A. “alone together” 
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B. Often we can be in a relationship and still feel alone. 

C. Many marriages feel this way. 

D. Too often prayer can be like this as well.  We have a relationship with God but it still 

feels like we are on our own. 

IV. Progression in prayer 

A. Talking at God 

1. Using prayers to gain credit with God. 

2. Matthew 6:7 

3. This whole concept reduces God to a formula.  If I pray something ten 

thousand times then God has to do XYZ.  Now I’m in control and God is at 

my disposal.  That is definitely not what prayer is about. 

. 
B. Talking to God 

1. Talking to God is a lot more personal than talking at God but it carries some 

of the same problems. 

2. We start using our own words.  We tell God our complaints about the world 

and our wants and then we sign off with amen. 

3. As we hear some teaching on prayer from the Bible we may even dress this up 

a bit:   

a) We add praise where we tell God how great he is.   

b) We add thanksgiving where we express gratitude for what God has 

done. 

c) We add confession where we tell God what we’ve been up to recently 

and seek his forgiveness. 

d) All of these things and more are important but they all fall short of 

God’s real intention for us. 

 

C. Talking with God 

1. Something really significant happens when a person begins to listen.  They 

begin to allow God a chance to respond. 

2. Learn to sit and wait.  Be still.  Listen.  Believe me, God has something to say 

and he isn’t just interested in making pronouncements.  He wants to begin a 

dialogue with you. 

 

D. Being with God 

1. Who are you really, really close to? 

2. Do you ever have times that you are together when you can talk for hours and 

it’s all good.  The time flies by and you don’t realize it’s been that long? 

3. Or you can just spend time together, or sit looking at something, not saying a 

word and you still feel the closeness. 

4. Brennan Manning talking to Adrian Rogers — God just wants me to show up. 
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Prayer as Partnership 
 

Two Foundations: 

 

Image 

 

1. Scripture 

 

• Genesis 1:26 “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…” 

• Psalm 8:5 “You made man a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 

with glory and honor.” 

• Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

 

2. Interpretation 

 

• Hebrew word for image is tselem: illusion, representative item 

• Hebrew word for likeness is damah: compare 

• Glory is the Hebrew word kabowd meaning weight and the Greek word doxa 

meaning recognition or display of attributes. 

• The word for workmanship, poiema is used only one other time in Romans 1:20 “For 

since the creation of the world God’s invisible attributes have been clearly seen, being 

understood from poiema.” 

 

3. Insights 

 

• In making man in His image, God made us as a visible display of His character. This 

remains the hope of our salvation: 2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled 

faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 

• To be made in God’s image means we have a choice to make, Genesis 2:16 “You are 

free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” Freedom is 

about character in relationship – the ability to do or not do what is right for oneself 

and for another. The choice was to be true to God’s character that always does right 

in Himself and in relationship. 

• It means we have a love to give (Genesis 2:19-25). God is in Himself community: 

Father, Son, and Spirit. We too were created as community: male and female. 

• It means we have a reason to live, Genesis 1:26,28 “Let them rule…Be fruitful and 

increase in number.” Rule means to govern, control, or exercise dominion. Genesis 

2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden to work it and take care 
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of it.” Take care of it is the Hebrew word shamar, to keep, guard protect. It is used in 

Genesis 3:24 “After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of 

Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the 

tree of life.” Keep is also the primary word used for a watchman in the Old 

Testament. 

• “Adam didn’t keep the serpent out so an angel had to keep man out.” Dutch Sheets, 

Intercessory Prayer 

• Adam failed to be true to God’ character, to love his wife and to exercise his calling. 

 

  

Kingdom 

 

1. Scripture 

 

• Psalm 47:8 “God reigns over the nations.” 

• Psalm 146:10 “The Lord reigns forever.” 

• Genesis 1,2 “Let them rule.” 

• Psalm 8:6 “You made him (man) ruler over the works of your hands; you put 

everything under his feet.” 

• Psalm 115:16 “The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to 

man.” 

• Matthew 4:23 “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness.” 

Mark 1:15 “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near.” 

• Revelation 1:5-6 “Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 

dead, and ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from 

his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – 

to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.” 

• Ephesians 2:2 “in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world 

and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 

are disobedient.” 

 

2. Interpretation 

 

• New Testament word for kingdom is basiliea, “rule, reign.” It speaks more of rule 

than realm. 

• Satan is described as prince of this world (John 12:31), prince of demons (Matt.9:34), 

prince of authority of air (Ephesians 2:2). 

 

3. Insights 

 

• God is King of kings, Lord of lords, Ruler of rulers. 

• Made in His image, man was given rule in partnership with God. 

• Satan exercises rule. 
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• The Kingdom of God is the Rule of God (the age to come) which has invaded the 

kingdom (rule) of Satan (this present evil age)…Understanding about the Kingdom of 

God is fundamental to understanding the ministry of Jesus; the kingdom of Satan was 

his real enemy. There is a war on!” John Wimber 

• Watchmen stood on the lookout for thieves and enemy forces (Isaiah 21:6-8; 

Jer.51:12; Is.62:6) as well as for messengers (2 Sam.18:24-27). 

• Words for watchmen speak of protection, peering ahead and taking possession. 

 

 

Being made in God’s image speaks of relationship with God and partnership with God. We are 

part of a cause-driven community.  Our partnership with God wars against an enemy kingdom. 

Prayer is the language of our partnership. “Prayer is essentially a partnership of the redeemed 

child of God working hand in hand with God toward the realization of His redemptive purposes 

on earth.” Jack Hayford 
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The Presence of God 
 

“Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circumstances. This is what God wants 

from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (TEV) 

 

What does it mean to pray at all times?  Does it mean to enter some monastery and spend every 

waking hour on your knees with your head bowed and eyes closed talking to the Lord? No. 

 

I believe that what Paul was referring to was the idea that we should seek to have a continual 

awareness of God’s presence with us and live in constant communication with Him. 

 

In the beginning when God created Adam and Eve they enjoyed a unique relationship with God.  

They lived in God’s physical presence.  They saw Him with their eyes and heard him with their 

ears.  They had conversations with Him and there was no confusion about what he was saying.   

 

But unfortunately they made some bad choices and the result was that they, (and all of their 

descendants), lost the privilege of being in the physical presence of God. 

 

But we were created to live in a relationship with God.  It is built into our DNA.  Our soul longs 

for His presence to be with us.  Many choose to fill that longing with other things; money, 

achievements, material items, drugs & alcohol, sex, relationships, etc. but nothing will satisfy the 

longing of our heart like regaining some semblance of the relationship that was lost in the 

Garden.   

 

Throughout the scriptures, we see God trying to help humanity regain a sense of his presence. 

 

Old Testament: 

 

• God appears to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

• Moses experiences the presence of God on Mount Sinai where he recieves the Ten 

Commandments. 

• God allows the Israelites to experience his presence in a tower of smoke and fire that 

guided them during their years in the desert. 

• Moses encounters the presence of God in the tent of meeting and his face glows. 

• The Tabernacle is built and God’s presence resides in the Holy of Holies in the middle of 

camp as a constant reminder of God’s presence. 

• Eventually King Solomon built a Temple to God in Jerusalem and the presence of the 

Lord descends upon the temple.   

• The presence of God is there throughout Israel’s history but the people’s experience of 

His presence goes up and down. 
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New Testament: 

 

• Jesus becomes God’s presence in the flesh and dwells among people. 

 

“The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw 

his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.” John 1:14 (TEV) 

 

• Jesus provides the Holy Spirit for us to experience his presence. 

 

"If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Helper, who will stay with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit, who reveals 

the truth about God. The world cannot receive him, because it cannot see him or know 

him. But you know him, because he remains with you and is in you.” John 14:15-17 

(TEV) 

 

• There is the promise in the book of Revelation that a day will come when we will once 

again enjoy the fullness of God's presence among us in an unmistakable form that 

everyon will experience at all times without any effort. 

 
“3 Nothing that is under God's curse will be found in the city. The throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, 

and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no more night, and they 

will not need lamps or sunlight, because the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

rule as kings forever and ever.” Revelation 22:3-5 (TEV)  

 

 

Two types of God’s presence: 

 

• God’s Omni-presence where we know intellectually that he is always with us. 

 

• The manifest presence of God where our spirit connects with his spirit.  In the Old 

Testament there is a Hebrew phrase that describes this experience as the equivalent of our 

phrase “meeting face to face” with an important person such as a king.  The presence of 

God therefore is where we encounter God. 

 

 

Practicing God’s Presence: 

 

Brother Lawrence was a 16th century Monk who had a profound sense of God’s presence in his 

life. He left Christianity the gift of a way of life to anyone who seeks to know God’s peace and 

presence.  This way of life can be practiced by anyone, regardless of age or circumstance.  

Brother Lawrence also left the gift of a direct approach to living in God’s presence that is as 

practical today as it was three hundred years ago. 
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Brother Lawrence taught the following: 

 

• That we should establish ourselves in a sense of God’s presence by continually 

conversing with him.  (Praying continually) 

• In order for us to form the habit of talking with God continually we must work at it with 

some diligence.  Then we will find God’s love helping us to acknowledge His presence 

with a great frequency and consistency. 

• That we ought to speak to God frankly and plainly, asking for His assistance in our daily 

activities as they happen. 

• When we fail in a task, he should confess our fault saying to God, “I will never do 

otherwise if you leave me to myself.” 

• To accomplish this we need to be governed by love without selfish motives.  Our only 

business is to love and delight ourselves in God. 

• Set times of prayer were no different for him than other times and sometimes his prayers 

while about his business united him to God more than his appointed times of devotion. 

• All physical and mental disciplines are useless, unless they served to arrive at the union 

with God by love. 

• We ought to reject all wandering thoughts that do not find their end in God.   

• The worst thing that could happen to a person is to lose a sense of connection with God. 

• Neither art nor science are needed to go to God but only a heart determined to apply itself 

to nothing but God out of a love for Him. 

• We need only recognize that God is intimately present with us and address ourselves to 

Him every moment. 

• It is a great delusion to think that times of prayer should be different from other times. 

• To pray continually means to start each task putting his trust in God for wisdom, strength, 

and direction needed.  As he proceeded in his task he continued the conversation with 

God asking for his grace and offering God all of his actions.  He finished each task by 

either thanking God for his help or asking for God’s forgiveness depending on the results. 
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Hearing God 
 

 

Part 1:  Revelation and Hearing God 

 

The Word of the Lord: 

 

• “the word of the lord” 223 times in the Old Testament. 

 

• (Gen 15:4 NIV)  then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your 

heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 

 

 

Logos & Rhema Defined: 

 

• Both are used of speaking 

 

• Logos 

o The expression of thought. 

o Used of the bible 

o Used as a name for Christ 

o Used of truth that is meant for everyone 

o What is potentially yours 

o Emphasis on knowing 

 

• Rhema 

o What is uttered or written 

o Used of god speaking directly to a person 

o Used of a specific word to a specific person for a specific situation. 

o What is practically yours 

o Emphasis on believing 

 

 

You can’t have rhema without logos but logos alone isn’t complete.  Logos is like 

rice and rhema is cooked rice ready to eat.   

 

 

Scriptures on Logos and Rhema: 

 

• (Mat 4:4 NIV)  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on 

every word [rhema] that comes from the mouth of God.'" 

 

• (Mat 7:24 NIV)  "Therefore everyone who hears these words [logos] of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 



10 

 

 

• (Mat 24:35 NIV)  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words [logos] will never pass 

away. 

 

• (Mat 26:75 NIV)  Then Peter remembered the word [rhema] Jesus had spoken: "Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

• (Mark 8:38 NIV)  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words [logos] in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's 

glory with the holy angels." 

 

• (Mark 16:20 NIV)  Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord 

worked with them and confirmed his word [logos] by the signs that accompanied it. 

 

• (Luke 3:2 NIV) during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word [rhema] of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 

 

• (Luke 8:11 NIV)  "This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word [ logos] of God. 

 

• (John 1:14 NIV)  The Word [logos] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

• (John 3:34 NIV)  For the one whom God has sent speaks the words [rhema] of God, for God 

gives the Spirit without limit. 

 

• (John 5:24 NIV)  "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word [logos] and believes him who 

sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 

 

• (John 6:63 NIV)  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words [rhema] I have 

spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 

 

• (John 6:68 NIV)  Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words [rhema] of eternal life. 

 

• (John 12:48-50 NIV)  There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my 

words [rhema]; that very word [logos] which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. {49} 

For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to 

say and how to say it. {50} I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say 

is just what the Father has told me to say." 

 

• (John 15:3 NIV)  You are already clean because of the word [logos] I have spoken to you. 

 

• (John 15:7 NIV)  If you remain in me and my words [rhema] remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be given you. 
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• (John 17:6-8 NIV)  "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 

were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word [logos]. {7} Now they 

know that everything you have given me comes from you. {8} For I gave them the words 

[rhema] you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from 

you, and they believed that you sent me. 

 

• (Acts 4:31 NIV)  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word [logos] of God boldly. 

 

• (Acts 10:44 NIV)  While Peter was still speaking these words [rhema], the Holy Spirit came 

on all who heard the message. 

 

• (Rom 10:8-10 NIV)  But what does it say? "The word [rhema] is near you; it is in your 

mouth and in your heart," that is, the word [rhema] of faith we are proclaiming: {9} That if 

you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are 

justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

 

• (Rom 10:14-17 NIV)  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 

how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 

without someone preaching to them? {15} And how can they preach unless they are sent? As 

it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" {16} But not all the 

Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" 

{17} Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through 

the word [rhema] of Christ. 

 

• (Eph 6:17 NIV)  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

[rhema] of God. 
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Language of Hearing God 
 

 

The Holy Spirit leads us through both circumstance and communication, Acts 16:6-10. To the 

degree that we “understand what God is saying or doing,” hearing God is taking place. 

 

Communication from God is both God-breathed and God-brought. 

 

God-breathed communication is called inspiration and was delivered by messengers whose very 

words were words God had given to be delivered. “Spirit moved men wrote God-breathed words 

that were divinely authoritative for faith and practice (Norman Geisler).” This was true of Old 

Testament Prophets (2 Samuel 7:4-6; Is.45:5) and to disbelieve a prophet was to disbelieve God 

(Deut.18:19, 21-22). It is also true of New Testament Apostles (2 Pet.3:1-2, 16; I Cor.14:37-38). 

As a result, 2 Timothy 3:16,17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 

 

Biblical revelation is called the Canon, which means rule, measure rod.  We measure all 

communication against what God has already preserved so that no communication is of the Spirit 

that contradicts what He has already breathed. 

 

God-brought communication is delivered by messengers whose human words are used to speak 

of what God brings to their mind. In Ephesians 1:17 Paul prayed “the glorious Gather may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” See also Phil.3:15; I 

Cor.2:12-16. God still speaks (I Cor.12:7-8, 10,11; 14:1, 26,30). He speaks that we might be 

strengthened, encouraged, comforted, holding onto the good and avoiding evil (I Cor.14:3, 26; I 

Thess.5:19-22). 

 

God-breathed communication is to be taught and obeyed. God-brought communication is to be 

tested (I Cor.14:29; I Thess.5:20-22; Acts 20:22-23; 21:4-5, 10-14). At times, its application is 

discerned with others (Acts 15:28). 

 

 

Visual Communication (Acts 2:16; 16:9,10; 18:9) 

 

1. Dreams: some correspond to events in everyday life (Genesis 40:9-17). Some 

communicate a message (Genesis 20:3-7). 

 

2. Visions:  some relate to the visible world (Amos 7:1-3; 8:1-2; Jer.:11-12). Some make the 

invisible visible (Ezekiel, Daniel). 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

Verbal Communication (Acts 8:29; 10:19; 13:2,4) 

 

Context: I Cor.12-4-7 

 

• Manifestation, phanerosis, make clear 

• Gifts = grace. 

• Service = “The things I do you will do also.” John 14:12-14 

• Work, energeia. 

 

1. Word of wisdom, logos sophias: application of truth 

 

2. Word of knowledge, logos gnoseos (Acts 5:1-11) 

 

3. Prophecy. Edifying others (I Cor.14:4,31) by speaking revelation (v.30) weighed 

carefully (v.29). 

 

4. Tongues, gene glosson. One’s spirit praying (I Cor.14:14), speaking to God by 

uttering mysteries (v.2), praising and thanking God (v.16-17). 

 

5. Interpretation of tongues, ermeneia glosson, making known what you are saying in 

tongues for the benefit of others. 
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Twelve Points to Remember about Hearing the Voice of God: 
 

(Excerpt from Loren Cunningham and Janice Rogers, Is That Really You, God?: Hearing 

the Voice of God . Seattle,WA: YWAM Publishing, 2001. pp 161-163)) 

 

If you know the Lord, you have already heard His voice - it is that inner leading that brought you 

to Him in the first place. Jesus always checked with His Father (John 8:26-29) and so should we; 

hearing the voice of the heavenly Father is a basic right of every child of God. 

 

1. Don't make guidance complicated. It's actually hard not to hear God if you really want to 

please and obey Him! If you stay humble, He promises to guide you (Prov. 16:9). 

 

Here are three simple steps that have helped us to hear God's voice: 

 

• Submit to His lordship. Ask Him to help you silence your own thoughts, desires, and the 

opinions of others, which may be filling your mind (II Cor. 10:5). Even though you have 

been given a good mind to use, right now you want to hear the thoughts of the Lord, who 

has the best mind (Prov. 3:5-6).  

• Resist the enemy, in case he is trying to deceive you at this moment. Use the authority 

which Jesus Christ has given you to silence the voice of the enemy (James 4:7; Eph. 

6:10-20). 

• Expect an answer. After asking the question that is on your mind, wait for Him to answer. 

Expect your loving heavenly Father to speak to you. He will (John 10:27; Ps. 69:13; Ex. 

33:11). 

 

2. Allow God to speak to you in the way He chooses. Don't try to dictate to Him concerning the 

guidance methods you prefer. He is Lord - you are His servant (1 Sam. 3:9). So listen with a 

yielded heart; there is a direct link between yielding and hearing. He may choose to speak to 

you: Through His Word: This could come in your daily reading, or He could guide you to a 

particular verse (Ps. 119:105). Through an audible voice (Ex. 3:4). Through dreams (Matt. 2) 

and visions (Isa. 6:1, Rev. 1:12-17). But probably the most common of all means is through 

the quiet inner voice (Isa. 30:21). 

 

3. Confess any unforgiven sin.  

 

4. Return to where you last heard his voice.  When you are going somewhere and become lost, 

sometimes the best course of action is to return to the last spot where you knew where you 

were.  If you seem to have lost your way spiritually, go back to the last time you knew you 

were hearing God's voice. Then obey. Sometimes we are lost because we didn’t obey one of 

God’s directions and chose a different path.  The key question is: Have you obeyed the last 

thing God told you to do? 

 

http://www.bookabout.net/authors/cunningham-loren.php
http://www.bookabout.net/authors/rogers-janice.php
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1576582442?ie=UTF8&tag=listening2god-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=1576582442
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1576582442?ie=UTF8&tag=listening2god-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=1576582442
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5. Get your own leading. God will use others to confirm your guidance, but you should also 

hear from Him directly. It can be dangerous to rely on others to get the word of the Lord for 

you (I Kings 13). 

6. Don't talk about your guidance until God gives you permission to do so. Sometimes this 

happens immediately; at other times, there is a delay. The main purpose of waiting is to avoid 

four pitfalls of guidance: (A) pride, because God has spoken something to you; (B) 

presumption, by speaking before you have full understanding; (C) missing God's timing and 

method; (D) bringing confusion to others; they, too, need prepared hearts (Luke 9:36; Ecc. 

3:7; Mark 5:19). 

 

7. Seek wise godly counsel.  If God is speaking to you about something he is capable of 

confirming that message through others.  Wise counsel can confirm or help us clarify what 

we have heard.  Wise counsel can also keep us from being deceived. (Proverbs 12:15) 

 

8. Beware of counterfeits. Have you ever heard of a counterfeit money? Yes, of course. But 

have you ever heard of a counterfeit paper bag? No. The reason is, only things of value are 

worth counterfeiting.  Satan has a counterfeit for everything of God that is possible for him to 

copy (Acts 8:9-11; Ex. 7:22). Counterfeit guidance comes, for example, through Ouija 

boards, seances, fortunetelling, and astrology (Lev. 20:6; 19:26; II Kings 21:6). The guidance 

of the Holy Spirit leads you closer to Jesus and into true freedom. Satan's guidance leads you 

away from God into bondage.  One key test for true guidance: Does your leading follow 

principles of the Bible? The Holy Spirit never contradicts the Word of God. 

 

9. Opposition of man is sometimes guidance from God (Acts 21:10-14).  Sometimes opposition 

is confirmation that you are heading the right direction.  Jesus said that when we truly follow 

him we will be persecuted for our faith just as he was.  But we must also remember that 

rebellion is never of God, but sometimes submitting to his authority puts us at odds with 

earthly authority.  In those times we must obey God not man. Trust that He will show your 

heart the difference.  (Acts 5:29) 

 

10. Every follower of Jesus has a unique ministry (I Cor. 12; 1 Pet 4:10-11; Rom. 12; Eph. 4). 

The more you seek to hear God's voice in detail, the more effective you will be in your own 

calling. Guidance is not a game - it is serious business where we learn what God wants us to 

do in ministry and how He wants us to do it. The will of God is doing and saying the right 

thing in the right place, with the right people, at the right time, and in the right sequence, 

under the right leadership, using the right method, with the right attitude of heart. 

 

11. Practice hearing God's voice and it becomes easier. It's like picking up the phone and 

recognizing the voice of your best friend ... you know his voice because you have heard it so 

much. Compare young Samuel with the older man Samuel (1 Sam. 3:4-7; 8:7-10; 12:11-18). 

 

12. Relationship is the most important reason for hearing the voice of the Lord. God is not only 

infinite, but personal. If you don't have communication, you don't have a personal 

relationship with Him. True guidance, is getting closer to the Guide. We grow to know the 
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Lord better as He speaks to us and, as we listen to Him and obey, we make His heart glad 

(Ex. 33:11; Matt. 7.24-27). 

 

 

The Temple as a Model for Prayer 
 

Introduction: 

 

• The Earthly Temple and Tabernacle were patterned on Heaven 

o Exo 25:8-9; 29:42-45;  

o Heb 8:1-2; 9:11, 23-24 

 

• At the present time we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit 

o Individually:  1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16;  

o Corporately:  Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5 

 

• We are members of the priesthood of believers 

o 1 Peter 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6 

 

Approaching the Temple: 

 

• Song of Ascents:  Psa 120-134 

• Songs of worship sung on the way to the temple.   

 

The Courtyard or Outer Court 

 

 
 

The eastern entrance to the tabernacle’s outer court.   
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• Enter through the narrow gate—salvation Mat 7:13-14; Acts 4:12 

 

• The gate provides protection and the way to life Jn 10:7-10 

 

• The wall separates the sacred and the common 

o This was where Aaron disrobed, washed, was robed in his priestly garments and was 

anointed to serve as priest. (ex 29) 

 

• In prayer  

o Meditating on Jesus as the gate and praying that out 

o Ask for his protection as you open yourself to God 

o Lay aside what defines and identifies us in this world to be robed and consecrated as 

priest 

 

Brazen Altar 

 

The five sacrifices fulfilled in Jesus on the cross 

 

CHRIST THE PERFECT OFFERING 

 

". . . .by one sacrifice 

he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy." 

(Heb 10:14 NIV) 

 

GUILT/TRESPASS OFFERING 

Mandatory 

What I’ve Done 

Forgiveness (Col 2:13, 14) 

WHOLE BURNT OFFERING 

Voluntary, Sweet Smelling 

What Christ has done 

Total Surrender (Rom. 12:1,2) 

SIN OFFERING 

Mandatory 

What I Am (without Christ) 

Cleansing/Healing 

(2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Pet. 2:24) 

MEAL/GRAIN OFFERING 

Voluntary, Sweet Smelling 

What Christ is (Bread of life Jn. 6:48-51) 

Often made with wine 

Centering on what sustains me 

PEACE OFFERING 

Voluntary, Sweet Smelling 

Fellowship, Thanksgiving, Communal Meal 

“Come and Dine” (Jn. 21:12) 

“From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.”  (Jn. 1:16) 

 

We daily renew our minds meditating on Calvary: 

• The terrible cost of sin 

• The unconditional love expressed 

• The completeness of our forgiveness 

• The power of our cleansing 
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• The provision for healing 

• The confidence of God’s favor 

• Godly sorrow becomes thankful acceptance 

 

The Five Sacrifices 

• Guilt:  I acknowledge forgiveness of my sins. 

• Sin:  I appreciate the value of the cleansing work God is doing 

• Burnt:  I affirm Christ’s example of wholehearted surrender and surrender myself 

completely 

• Meal:  I partake of the life sustaining living bread come down out of heaven. 

• Fellowship:  I sit down in fellowship with Jesus my high priest in communion and peace 

• I stay here until I’m renewed in grace and in the favor of God.  I need to see the 

redeeming grace of God flowing down from the cross and over me. 

 

The Laver 

 

The Laver was for washing and represents self-examination 

 

• Exo 38:8; James 1:21-25; 1 John 1:8-9 

 

• Ten Commandments 

o No longer condemning us because we have been to the brazen altar of the cross.  The 

commandments now are a blessing as they help us see ourselves clearly. 

 

• Loving God with our whole heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

1. Don’t worship other gods.   

2. Don’t bow down to idols.   

3. Do not use God’s name in vain.   

4. Keep the Sabbath Holy.   

 

• Love Your Neighbor as Yourself 

5. Respect your parents.   

6. Do not kill.   

7. Do not commit adultery.   

8. Do not steal.   

9. Do not bear false witness.   

10. Do not covet your neighbor.   

 

 

The Holy Place 
 

The Golden Lampstand 
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On the left hand is the Candlestick Representing the Holy Spirit’s Work in our lives.  The Holy 

Spirit brings light into our darkened hearts and minds. 

 

• Rev 4:5; John 16:12-14; Isa 11:1-3 

 

 

The Sevenfold Spirit: 

• Wisdom,  

• Understanding,  

• Counsel,  

• Might,  

• Knowledge,  

• The Fear of the Lord,  

• Holiness 

 

In prayer: 

• Recognize the Holy Spirit as a person to follow not a power to control. 

• Consider where you have failed to follow his leading 

• Ask for the Holy Spirit to fill you and lead you today 

 

 

The Table of Showbread 

 

On the right is the 12 loaves of the showbread, the Word of God, Logos and Rhema. 

• John 6:51; Mat 4:4 

 

Read the Bible 

• Your scheduled reading 

• Something laid on your heart 

• What you are preparing to preach or teach on 

 

• We read with a listening heart. 

• We don’t make the mistake of the Pharisees being drawn into the temptation 

of being an expert.   

• We read to hear from the living word. 

 

In Prayer: 

• Ask for your daily bread. 

• Take time to hear from the Lord. 

• Value what you have heard by writing it down 

• Thank God for what He has shown you 

 

 

The Altar of Incense 
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In the middle of the Holy Place is the altar of Incense.   

• Psa 141:2; Rev 5:8; 8:3-4 

 

Incense is the praise of the saints.   

 

 

In prayer: 

Having our minds renewed and our hearts filled we can now praise God with a new depth 

of reality.  Express your thanks, praise, and adoration wholeheartedly. 

 

 

The Holy of Holies 
 

The curtain was torn when Christ died giving us entrance to the Most Holy Place 

• Lev 16:2 

• Heb 10:19-22 

 

The Mercy Seat and the Ark of the Covenant 

 

The blood of Jesus is upon the Mercy Seat. 

 

This is where Moses came to speak with God face to face. 

• Num 7:89 

 

Now we are fully ready to enter into task prayer: 

• We have entered by the Way of Christ 

• We have been again to the cross and had our hearts and minds cleansed and renewed in 

the truth of redeeming grace. 

• We have examined ourselves in light of God’s commands not our opinions 

• We have been filled up with the Holy Spirit and tuned our hearts to His voice 

• We have had the fresh bread of God’s Word both eternal truth and present direction 

• We have given ourselves in whole hearted worship and praise 

• Our minds and hearts are now ready to pray. 

• We are here to sit with our Father and participate in the Family business 

 

At this point there are many ways to pray but all are with the awareness of God 

 

Ripple prayer: 

• Begin with myself, my needs, concerns 

• My family 

• My ministry team-Over me, under me, along-side me 

• My church 

• My city, country 
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• Needs around the world 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 
 

Introduction:  Prayer in Judea during Jesus’ lifetime was common.  There were both personal 

prayers that all Jews were given instruction in and public prayers for times of worship and prayer 

in society.  Although the disciples knew how to pray, as any Jew would, they saw something in 

Jesus’ prayer life that was different and appealing.  Thus they asked Jesus to teach them how to 

pray. It wasn’t that they didn’t know how to pray but that everything they had been taught about 

prayer seemed shallow in comparison to the type of conversation they observed Jesus having 

with God the Father.  The following is Jesus’ instruction on prayer beginning with his most 

famous teaching on prayer; the “Lord’s Prayer”. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: Matthew 6:9-13 (TEV), (see also Luke 11:1-4) 

 
9 This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven: May your holy name be 

honored; 10 may your Kingdom come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 

Give us today the food we need. 12 Forgive us the wrongs we have done, as we forgive the 

wrongs that others have done to us. 13 Do not bring us to hard testing, but keep us safe 

from the Evil One.'  

 

 

Context of the Passage:  There are two accounts of the “Lord’s Prayer” recorded in the Gospels. 

One is found in Matthew 6:9-13 and the other in Luke 11:1-4.  Matthew’s account has the Lord’s 

Prayer in the context of the sermon on the mount, while Luke’s account has it in response to a 

question from one of his disciples about how to pray.  The discrepancy can most likely be 

attributed to the fact that Matthew and Luke were recording different incidents where Jesus 

taught this prayer.  Like any traveling preacher, there are certain things you teach over and over 

again because they are significant.   

 

In Matthew’s account Jesus is talking about the Kingdom transformation that brings 

about a heart of inner righteousness.  This inner righteousness then will produce “acts” of 

righteousness, in their public life, their personal interior life, and the interpersonal relational life.  

In Luke’s account Jesus is trying to teach his disciples about prayer.  He continues with a parable 

after the “Lord’s prayer” with further instruction on proper prayer. 

 

Both accounts leave off the traditional benediction “For yours is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”  Although theologically accurate this benediction was not 

found in the earliest manuscripts of Matthew’s Gospel but appears to have been added at a later 

date. 
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A Breakdown of the Prayer. 

 

• This prayer provides a model for prayer from the Lord Jesus himself.  There is an 

invocation and six petitions.  The first three petitions relate to God and his honor.  The 

last three to those things we might be concerned with.  Every phrase has a lesson in it. 

• Invocation: The prayer begins by addressing God in such a way that defines who he is 

and what he means to us.  God is in heaven, which means he is not like the idols others 

worship.  Jesus encourages us to address God in relational terms when he instructs us to 

call God “Father”.  The term for “Father” is “Abba”, which was used by children of their 

earthly fathers.  By encouraging his disciples to address God in such a way, Jesus is 

saying that prayer should be viewed as an intimate conversation with someone you love 

and who loves you.   

 

• 1st Petition:  “May your holy name be honored”.   

 

More than just a formal beginning to the prayer, Jesus wants his disciples to focus on 

character, reputation, and ministry of God.  In the culture of the day, a person’s name 

represented his character and reputation.   

 

• 2nd Petition: “…may your Kingdom come…”  

 

In His Kingdom, God protects, provides, and directs.  His Kingdom and rule is better 

than any earthly kingdom in that His rule is right, just, and consistent.  He is the perfect 

King  

 

• 3rd Petition: “…may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

This appeal is linked to the previous petition.  Whenever the kingdom of God comes to 

earth, God’s will grows.  Jesus’ instructions to pray for God’s will to be done was marked 

by a lifestyle that was obedient to the will of God.  Jesus said at another time; “My 

food…is to obey the will of the one who sent me and to finish the work he gave me to do.” 

John 4:34 (TEV)  

 

• 4th Petition: “Give us today our bread for tomorrow.” 

 

The key word in this petition is “today”.  This petition is reminiscent of the God’s 

provision of manna for Israel in the desert.  Israel was to collect only as much as they 

needed for each day and were allowed to collect a double portion on the day prior to the 

Sabbath.  Any extra that they collected would rot.   

 

 

• 5th Petition:  “Forgive us the wrongs we have done, as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us.” 
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Confession and the request for forgiveness is a vital part of any relationship.  But this is 

especially true of God who is aware of all the sins we have committed.  It is right and 

necessary for us to seek reconciliation with God for the ways we have rebelled against 

him. 

 

The added stipulation to our request of forgiveness from God is our commitment to 

forgive others who have wronged us.   

 

6th Petition:  “Do not bring us to hard testing, but keep us safe from the Evil One.” 

 

All of us experience testing or temptation. Although God will not remove temptations 

from us, He can and will limit the severity of the temptation so that we can stand against 

it (1 Corinthians 10:13).  The second part of this petition acknowledges that there is a 

devil and evil is at work in this world.  As we pray we are to remember that their spiritual 

forces are battling against us.   

 

 

 

JESUS’ ADDITIONAL TEACHINGS ON PRAYER: 

 

HOW TO PRAY: 

 

Don’t pray to draw attention to yourself.   
 

5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 

their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And 

when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 

their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask 

him. Matthew 6:5-8 (NIV) 

 

Pray with confidence because God likes to give us what we ask for.   
 

7 "Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. 8 

For everyone who asks will receive, and anyone who seeks will find, and the door will be opened 

to those who knock. 9 Would any of you who are fathers give your son a stone when he asks for 

bread? 10 Or would you give him a snake when he asks for a fish? 11 As bad as you are, you know 

how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will your Father in heaven give 

good things to those who ask him! Matthew 7:7-11 (TEV) 

 

Pray with Others. 
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19 "And I tell you more: whenever two of you on earth agree about anything you pray for, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, I 

am there with them." Matthew 18:19-20 (TEV) 

 

Be persistent in prayer. 

 

Parables: The persistent knocker (Luke 11:5-13), The widow and the Judge (Luke 18:1-8) 

 

Pray with humility. 

 

Parable: The Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14) 

 

Pray with faith.  

 

21 Jesus answered, "I assure you that if you believe and do not doubt, you will be able to do 

what I have done to this fig tree. And not only this, but you will even be able to say to this hill, 

'Get up and throw yourself in the sea,' and it will. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever 

you ask for in prayer." Matthew 21:21-22 (TEV) 

 

Ask in Jesus’ Name:  John 14:13-14 (TEV)  
 

13 And I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father's glory will be shown 

through the Son. 14 If you ask me for anything in my name, I will do it.  

 

It means praying according to the character of Christ, or praying prayers that He would pray if 

He were in our shoes. God can only answer prayer if the prayer is in accord with the spirit of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Praying in Jesus Name is not trying to get God to do our will, but it is the bringing of our will 

into line with God's will. 

 

WHAT TO PRAY FOR: 

 

Pray for your enemies:  

 

44 But now I tell you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, Matthew 

5:44 (TEV) 

 

Pray for God to provide more workers.  

 

38 Pray to the owner of the harvest that he will send out workers to gather in his harvest." 

Matthew 9:38 (TEV) 

 

Pray for people to be set free from the demonic.   
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28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we 

drive the spirit out?" 29 "Only prayer can drive this kind out," answered Jesus; "nothing 

else can." Mark 9:28-29 (TEV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayers of Jesus 
 

1. Our Father – Matthew 11:25-27 

 

 

2. The Garden of Gethsemane 

 

• Garden of Eden, man, made like God, said “not Your will but mine be done.” Garden of 

Gethsemane, God, made like man, said “not my will but Yours be done.” 

 

 

3. Leaders, Matthew 9:38; Mark 3:13 with Luke 6:12-16 

 

 

4. Thanksgiving, Matt.14:19; 26:26 

 

• Give us this day our bread for tomorrow (rest – Hebrews 4:10) 

 

 

5. Oneness, John 17 

 

 

6. Deliverance 

 

• Luke 22:31 

• Prayers of healing, miracles 
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The Holy Spirit and Prayer in the Acts Narrative 
 

Introduction:  Luke’s emphasis on the humanity of Christ, his dependence on the Holy  

Spirit and prayer. 

 

Waiting and praying for the Holy Spirit (acts 1) 

 

• Follow Christ’s instructions 

• Pray until something happens 

• Praying for the holy spirit 

 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit (acts 2:1-41) 

 

• Expressions in the book of Acts 

o Receiving the Holy Spirit 

o Being filled with the Holy Spirit 

o Being baptized with the Holy Spirit 

 

• Comparing passages in the book of Acts 

o Acts 2:1-4, 38 

o Acts 4:31 

o Acts 8:5-24  the Samaritans 

o Acts 9:17-22 Saul 

o Acts 10; 11:15-18 Cornelius’ household 

o Acts 19:1-6  the believers in Ephesus 

 

• The Initial Impact  2:5-41 

 

Practice of the Early Church (acts 2:42-47) 

 

• Their priorities 

o The apostle’s teaching 

o Fellowship 

o Breaking of bread 

o Prayer 

 

• The result 

o Everyone was filled with awe 



27 

 

o Many wonders and miraculous signs were performed by the apostles 

o Everyone was together and held possessions in common & they gave to those in need 

o Glad and sincere hearts 

o Praising God 

o Enjoying the favor of all the people 

o The Lord added to their number daily through salvation 

 

Dealing with Pushback (Acts 4) 

 

• They prayed together (v.24) 

• They centered their minds in praise (v. 24) 

• They spoke in prayer the scripture the Holy Spirit gave them (v. 25-26) 

• They acknowledged the situation but acknowledged God’s authority over the situation (v. 

27-28) 

• They prayed a God-sized prayer (v. 29-30) 

 

Presence, Power, and Understanding the Fear of the Lord (Acts 5:1-11) 

 

• The relationship of presence, power, and holiness 

• Other examples 

• Healthy fear leads to intimacy 

 

Choosing Leaders (Acts 6:1-10)   

 

• The need for multiplying leaders 

• The qualities of new leaders 

• The commissioning of new leaders 

• The result of multiplying Godly leaders 

 

Facing Persecution (Acts 6:10-7:60) 

 

• Speaking the truth boldly 

• Steadfast in faith  

• Christ-like in character 

 

Manifestation and Misunderstanding (Acts 8:5-24) 

 

• The ministry of Jesus to the Samaritans 

• The ministry of Philip 

• Preaching 

• Signs and wonders 

• The significance of the Samaritans receiving the spirit 

• The temptation of Simon the sorcerer 
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Beyond All We Ask or Imagine or His Ways Are Higher (Acts 9:1-20) 

 

• The least likely 

• God get’s Saul’s attention 

• God connects Saul to the church and the Holy Spirit 

• The difficulty connecting  

 

Prayer for Healing (Acts 9:32-41) 

 

• Awareness of the spiritual atmosphere in praying for healing 

 

The Holy Spirit as the Agent of Change (Acts 10) 

 

• Preparing Cornelius 

• Preparing Peter 

• Bringing the plan together 

 

Overcoming Disappointment (Acts 12:1-17) 

 

• The disappointment:  James is killed 

• Two sets of beliefs, our mind and our heart 

• Persevering in prayer 

• God is still God 

• Dealing with denial 

 

Hearing and Confirming God’s Call (Acts 13:1-4) 

 

• The individual’s call (Acts 26:13-18) 

• Evidence of the Spirit’s call in proven ministry 

• Confirmation by the Spirit through the church 

• Sending and supporting through the Holy Spirit 

 

Confronting False Teaching in the Power of the Spirit (Acts 13:6-12) 

 

• Be full of the Holy Spirit (not full of pride) 

• Be direct 

• Speak the truth 

• Give God room to work 

 

Hearing God Together Amid Critical Controversy (Acts 15:6-29) 

 

• Disagreements happen among true followers 

• Deal with conflicts well so ministry can move forward 

• Gather the Godly leaders 



29 

 

• Clarify the source of the conflict and how God is involved 

• Ask the right questions 

• Listen to testimony 

• Study relevant scripture 

• Let those in authority speak 

• Create unity around what God has revealed 

• Communicate clearly what God has said 

Following the Spirit’s Leading (Acts 16:6-10) 

 

• Call and ability are not replacements for walking in the spirit 

• Temptations connected with hearing “no” 

• The power of waiting for “yes” 

 

Stay Centered When Things Go Wrong (Acts 16:22-34) 

 

• God is not surprised and already has a plan 

• We need to discover and participate in what God is doing 

• Don’t pray to get out as soon as possible 

• Don’t panic, pray and praise 

• Expect to be in the right place when God needs you 

 

The Difference Between Hearing and Understanding (Acts 20:17-21:15) 

 

• Many heard the warnings and tried to stop Paul 

• Paul heard the warnings and kept going 
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The Holy Spirit and Prayer in the Epistles 
 

Foundational Texts 

 

I Thessalonians 5:19 “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire” 

 

Ephesians 6:18 “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.” 

 

1. Romans 8:15-16 

 

• Spirit of sonship – in contrast to fear, slavery (cf. Gal.4:6) 

• By Him we cry 

• Abba, term of respect and endearment 

 

2. Romans 8:26 

 

• In Romans 8:26, weakness is the word astheneia, “without strength.” It is an inability 

to produce. The word help literally translates “take hold of together with against.” 

• Intercede = rescue, “to happen on one in trouble and help on his behalf” 

• Groans – (see v.22), “sighs that baffle words”. 

 

3. I Corinthians 11:17-14:40 

 

4. Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

 

The Word of God 

 

• Called seed, speiro (spora, sperm). God’s method of bringing forth life (I Pet.1:23-2:3). 

• Sword, machaira, short, razor-sharp on both sides. More dangerous than other swords. 

Two-edged sword is referenced in Rev.1:16, 2:12 and Heb.4:12. Literally “two-

mouthed.” From God’s mouth through your mouth! 

• Word: logos and rhema. Rhema = spoken clearly (see John 14:26), an utterance rather 

than discourse. 

 

Warfare 
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• The devil’s primary strategy is to deceive your mind 

• He uses the world and the flesh to do so 

• War/Warfare 5Xs – mind and the flesh; “Most battles are fought because a Christian 

soldier was unfaithful to heed the Holy Spirit’s warning to deal with some are of his 

or her life before it got out of control.” Rick Renner 

 

 

5. Jms.1:2-4, 12; 5:10-11, 8-9 

• Jms.5:13 – Trouble = suffering, “upon you”, circumstance 

• Jms.5:14 – sick = weak: “in you” physical, whole man, flesh, moral, poverty – 

contrast to power of Spirit / elders = emphasis not on office but offer (Acts 6:3) / 

anoint in – pray over 

• Why? Anoint with oil in the name of the Lord (Acts 3:6; 4:10) – Anointed One;  “oil” 

background; the focus is not on the oil but what it represents, what you bring to the 

table (Psalm 23:5; 45:7) 

• Pray over (I Cor.12:7-11); Jms.5:15 – Prayer of faith, will save, the weary one 

(Heb.12:3); partnership, rescue, support (Heb.12:12, I Thess.5:14) 

 

6. Revelation 

• Hear what the Spirit says to the churches 

• Overcome, nikao. John 16:33; Luke 11:18-22 (Matt.12:29, Mark 3:27 “bind”). 

• Bind, deo and loose, luo 

• Matthew 16:16-20 “will have been bound, loosed” 

• “We, through prayers of intercession, meet the powers of darkness, enforcing the 

victory Christ accomplished when He met them in His work of intercession.” Dutch 

Sheets 
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Prayer Paul Asked For 
 

“Brothers, pray for us.” 

(1 Thess. 5:25) 

 

Jesus had prayer partners (Mat 26:38-40) 

 

Who prays for Paul? 

 

• Ananias 

• The church in Antioch 

 

He requested or received prayer from:  

 

• The Christians in Rome 

• The Christians in Corinth 

(Note:  not in his first letter when things were unhealthy) 

• The Christians in Ephesus 

• The Christians in Philippi 

• The Christians in colossi 

• The Christians in Thessaloniki 

• Philemon 

 

Paul’s Prayer Requests and Answers 

 

• Rescue/Deliverance  

o Requests (Rom. 15:31; 2 Cor. 1:10, Phil 1:19; 2 Thess. 3:2) 

o Answer:  Acts 21-22; 2 Cor 11:23-29 

 

• That His Ministry Would Be Well Received By The Jewish Believers 

o Request (Rom 15:31) 

o Answer Acts 21:17-26 

 

• That By God’s Will He Would Be Able To Come.  

o Request (Rom. 15:32) 

o Answer Acts 23:11; 28:16, 30-31 
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• The Ability To Express The Gospel Boldly And Effectively 

o Request (Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:4) 

o Answer 1 Cor. 2:4,5; Acts 13:45-49; 14:2,3; 19:8 

 

• For Opportunities & Open Doors For The Gospel  

o Request (Col. 4:3, 2 Thess 3:1) 

o Answer Acts 13:49; 19:18-20; 1 Cor 16:8,9; 2 Cor. 2:12;  

Effective Prayer Requests: 

 

• Ask God what you should ask for 

• Give God room to speak in and through your partners 

• Communicate well and often “information fuels intercession” 

• Welcome feedback 

 

Prayer Partners 

 

• Prayer champions 

• Growing believers & leaders 

• All the time partners & special occasion partners 

• Use trust wisely 

o be careful who you trust deeply 

o be sure you trust deeply--vulnerability 
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